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FRENZIED CROWDS, JAM' FERRYBQATS V IN THE RUSH TO ESCAPE" PERIL;
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TNT BLASTS CAUSE

A DAY OF TERROR

Continued from Fktt Poet.

In no Immediate danger and probably
would not be exploded.

Lato last nloht an army offlcer re-

ported that the danger of another
was remote, provided the wind

did not change. At that time the
wind waa blowing away from the
underground magazine, whero many
tons of TNT are stored.

Major-Ge-n. C. C. Williams, Chief of
Ordnance, U. 8. A.; Capt Wilson, also
of the ordnance division, and Lieut
NuMlro arrived In Perth Atriboy from
Washington last night and consulted
officers who ,liad been on the sceno an
day. All declined,, to talk at the ond
of their conference.

Fire Chief Sererelr Dart.
Among the Injured at the Lakowood

Hospital are Chief Hayes and Capt
Alnsworth of the guards who protected
the Gillespie plant, and Chief Dona-
hue of "the Perth Amboy Flro Depart
ment All wero hurt while working
at the scene of the explosions. Chief
Donahue's wounds are serious.

After several hours of .comparative
silence another .explosion shook New
Jersey at 10 o'clock last V night. A
furies of three more wero felt, begin-
ning at 10:45 P. M.

The property damage will probably
run up to almosC 930,000,000. The
plant, owned by the Government, cost
$12,000,000. The explosives stored for
manufacture were worth 18,000,000.
The village of Morgan, near the plant
on Rarltan Bay, was wiped out The
town of South Amboy, where most or
the 2,500 Gillespie employees lived,
looks y, like the pictures df
French villages after long bombard-
ment by both sides.

In Perth Amboy, a city of 60,000
persons Ave miles from the scene
of the explosions, there ore window- -
less houses and' streets filled with
broken trees. On all the area of land
within fifteen miles of Morgan the
hand of destruction was hJd. In New-
ark, Elizabeth; New Brunswick, across
Rarltan Bay oh Staten Island, up the
Jersey shore, and even In downtown
Manhattan, real estate suffered more
or less.

Exodus of Families.
All this apart from the terror of the

, munition workers, and other families
of South Amboy driven from their
home's, streaming through a night il-

luminated by monstrous orange col-

ored torches that cleft the sky above
Morgan, tugging at their babies and
chattels, beaten to earth by new and'
greater explosions as they tolled
along, stumbling across the long
bridge that spans the (Rarltan between
South Amboy and Perth Amboy, find-

ing shelter where the Red Cross and a
hundred other agencies of relief and
the people of Perth Amboy could sup-
ply It, or sleeping huddled In shawls In
the public park.

Observers who have been in France
said the scenes were comparable to an
exodus of refugees from the war zone
and the likeness was probably exact
Just as In France, the refugees are
forever begging the authorities to let
them go home, or where their homes
were, so the exiles from the shore of
linrltun Bay clung to army officers yes-

terday and told of chickens that had
not. been fed, of cows that had not
been milked, and sought permission to
return.

"And It would have done your heart
good," an army man said, "to see the
number of these poor devils from the
TNT plant who( said they would go

. back there to work tho moment the
new plant was built"

Inquiries for nelatlree.
Women with children who had been

homeless In South Amboy all day re-

ceived the new warning of danger In
the afternoon hysterically, but were re-

lieved when told that as far as could be
ascertained the danger was passed. In
the meantime those who had not been
driven from home by fear of the explo-
sions or marched to safety by the mili-
tary forces who took possession of the
district were runnlnr about Inquiring
for word as to their relatives, who were
reported to have been working in the
plant last night when the first explosion
occurred.

Army officers said that they thought
the dead numbered about fifty and the In-

jured not more than a hundred. Workmen
from the plant said this was a very low
estimate, but could not give figures to
support their own belief. The Gillespie
company employed about 2,500 men and
women. They worked In three shifts.

The shift on duty at 7:45 on Friday
evening when the great blowup started
was smaller than usual. No women were
there and only about 600 men. About
seventy men were In the building where
the fire started.' As there was no Immediate explosion
the company believes that most of them
got out and that the rest of the 600
workr had time to run a safe distance
before TNT began spouting. They ad-
mit that this is guesswork.

Fourteen Bodies IlecoYered.
Fourteen bodies are known to have

been taken from the plant thus far.
Major Smith, In command of the Elev-

enth Battalion of the United States
Coast Guard, was reported last night as
having not been seen by his men since
i A. M. yesterday, but was not definitely
reported missing.

The Department of Justice took charge
ot the Investigation of the cause of the
catastrophe. Its agents swarmed all
around the 'wire fence that surrounds the
Gillespie enclosure. So far as known

- they have not yet reached anything like
a' conclusion. Nor has Mr. Gillespie or
his- - partners.

A workman who says ho was In one
of the buildings asserts that a kettle
of chemical mixture which should be
heated only to 90 degrees, 'got Up to
105 degrees, that the mixture exploded
and set fire to the Interior of the build-
ing and that the flames from this Ig-

nited another building and that the first
ot the tremendous blasts followed.

Lull In (he Explosions.
In tho following three hours the' bom-

bardment from the TNT plant was reg-
ular and terrific. At about 10 o'clock
Friday night there came a lull nnd
everybody hoped that the worst was
over. But at 2 o'clock In the morning
cume a shock that was felt as far away
as lellp, fifty miles down Long Island.
A bigger one was felt at i In the morn-
ing, another about 10 A. M. and the
heaviest of alt a few minutes after noon.

Not only was TNT exploding In mass,
but loaded shells were being fired by theheat and driving helterskelter through
the New Jersey atmosphere, adding to... iwror. une of these shells,according to a correspondent hurtled

1

through a window at Ford's Corner,
tweire muss irom where It started.

The fire department of Perth Amboy
sent all Its force to Morgan to help Cght
the flames, but was ordered' back by
army officers. It would have been folly
to risk their lives near the magazines,
which were going off like a string of
colossal firecrackers. The" firemen were
told by one of the guards at the plant
that, the situation got out of hand be-
cause In all this 'treasure house of high
explosives no dynamite could bo found
with which to raze other buildings and
stop the flames. r--

But as the electric light went out and
the darkness was not really relieved by
the fire for an hour or ta after thaflrBt
explosion. It Is difficult to see how the
guards could have found the dynamite
even If It had been there, to say nothing
ot the Idea of blowing up buildings
which, were blowing 'themselves up
about as fast as one could want

Other Theories Advanced,
Another Gillespie employee thought

the first explosion was due te .a de-
fective valve that ho said was In use
to ascertain the heat and quality of the
TNT. etlll another spoke of an excess
of steam which caused the mixture to
explode before the temperature should
have reached a dangerous degree. These
and yams about mysterious men and an
airplane swooping over the plant early
Friday evening are being looked Into by
the Investigators.

The danger of a whopping big explo-
sion that would shame any of Its prede-
cessors was Investigated by airplane, be-
cause the hundreds of soldiers, sailors,
mllltla, home defence men, Gillespie
guards and others who were risking
their lives In trying to get near the
biasing acres could not get near enough.

The situation was at last relieved
when an airplane was seen approaching.
Aboard It were Major II. L. Armstrong
and CapeW. W. Watson., --JXfp railedagain and again over the big enclosure,
the aviators, with fleldglasses to theireyes, leaning over the edge of their
fuselage, peering down at the lurid pit
beneath, then swooping upward and cir-
cling again to get a "higher view of the
spectacle.

Fly Loir Over Barsrea.
The notion that these men were not

mere sightseers took hold of the crowds
that watched on the ground from a safe
distance. It gradually dawned upon
them that an airplane was" being put' toa new use. Where the loaded barges
were tied In Cheeiequake Creek, not farfrom the Rarltan Bay, tho flying men
circled low. They scrutinized this par-
ticular spot for more than fifteen min-
utes, then selected a landing place
without the danger zone and landed.

They then talked with army officers atthe administration building of the Gil-
lespie plant, which was far removedfrom the TNT loading "houses and was
unharmed. It waa then that the army
officers said tho danger of thegreater explosion seemed to have passed
and that the terrified residents of the
South Amboy district could return to
what was left of their homes.

This Information beings flashed to Man-
hattan reopened Jthe tunnels and bridges
and set the trafflo tides flowing again.
But meanwhile the refugees who had
been struggling homeward from Perth
Amboy, having heard the'newa that New
York vfiB scared to death, and figuring
that if New Tork was In danger they
certainly must be, turned back toward
Perth Amboy Instead of golnp home and
milled in panic.

It took some time tq convince them
that they were comparatively afe afterall, or as nearly safe as anybody could
be when Wn fiercest explosive, TNT,was shattering the Armament almost In
their midst

Morgan. N. J., which Is the pos't'offlce
name of the Gillespie works, la in theedge of a zone that Is of vast Importance
In the war; Directly westward are theplants of the California Loading Com-
pany and the Oliver Loading Company.
Further away, but not too far to be
out of danger of communicated explosion.
bto wie mania or me Hercules Loodlnr
Company, the Parlln shell plant, one of
ine uu font plants ana tho plant of the
Gillespie Loading Company. The United
States Department of Labor recently
said that 61 per cent of the shells that
leave the Tjnlted States are handled by
the T. A. Gillespie, California and Oliver
companies.

Site of the Plant.
Morgan is on the western shore of

Rarltan Bay. Cheesequake Creek runs
through It to the bay. The town of
South Amboy, whose population Is about
lo.ooo, occupies the flats Just to the
north of Morgan and further north,
across the Rarltan River, Is Perth Am-
boy, whose normal population of 45,000
has been swollen to 60,000 by the war.
Behind Morgan, above the river, rises
a bluff which la the edge of a plateau
that was waste land until the Govern-
ment built there a shell loading plant
and installed T. A. Gillespie & Co. to
load shells on the basis of cost plus 10
per cent

Near the river stands the Gillespie ad-
ministration building. Southward of It
are about sixty rough wooden buildings.
In which shells were loaded. The .ma-
terials were started at one end of these
lines ot buildings and came out at the
other as loaded shells. In other parts
of the enclosure of about sixteen square
miles were forty other buildings. Includ-
ing barracks for guards. From an air-
plane the whole plant would resemble an
army cantonment.

The building where the first blast went
off, according to tho best Information,
was known as No. 1. About seventy
men were at work In that bdildlng. Tho
company officers believe that most of
the dead were there. No women were
at work at night.

Gillespie on Scene.
President T. A. Gillespie and nt

Yeats were In the administra-
tion building when the first shock oc-
curred. Running forth, they saw men
scampering from all the buildings across
the enclosure and through tho high wire
fence Into the darkness.

There was too much contusion anddanger then to try to rind out what had
actually happened. Later Mr. Gillespie
and the Government men were told thata few seconds before the upheaval In
building the electric lights suddenly
wont out and then flashed on again, as
If somebody was tampering with thewires. The men In that bulldlngwere
loading three Inch shells.

Romalne Heuer, foreman In building
2, where nine Inch shells were being

filled, agreed that tho thing started at7:45 o'clock In building 1, and thatthe next to blow up was building
and then, after an Interval, building

4, where eight Inch shells were being
loaded.

At 2 :30 A. M. a shell dropped on an-
other unit which contained 8,000 nineInch shells. The electricity plant, orwlringvwas put out of business by the
first explosion. The company's elec-
tricians stuck to their post

They crawled about In the darknesstrying to find an emergency switch andturn It onTor to find the break in ire

that they thought may have Inter-
rupted the current Meanwhile another
brave man kept a searchlight nt one
end of the enclosure playing' here and
there over the plant, guiding toward, the
wire fence the hundreds of men who
were frantically endeavoring to fin
some way out of this place of death.

Pillars of Flame.'
This was the only. Illumination theplace had until the mounting flames fromthe buildings and the pillars of dazzlingorange colored light from ths burning

powder, which blossomed Into beautiful,
If terrifying, sunbursts at the top, gave

Cities and Towns

all the light that any one could ask for.
These flame pillars were visible for miles.

Col. Douglas I. McKay, Com-
missioner of New York, arrived yester-
day from Washington to Investigate for
the Ordnance Department He was one
of those who talked with Major Arm-
strong and Capt Watson after their alr-pla-

observation trip. He would moke
no statement, but from others It was
learned that the TNT laden barges were
about a mile from the nearest flames
and seemingly wero In no danger ot
going up. .

The early explosions devastated the
village of Morgan and the later ones
made a mess ot South Amboy. Miles
away nt Rahway, N. J., the steeple of
tho Second' Presbyterian Church swayed
under an atmospheric btow administered
at 12 :06 o '.clock in the afternoon and
bricks showered to the street The last
major explosion came at about 4 P.M.

By that time the town of South Amboy
resembled a village In France. Houses
wero roofless and chlmneylcss, doors and
door frames had been blown away, shin-
gles littered the streets. Very'few of the
population had stayed to witness this
disruption. In the darkness, herded by
military guards, they had escaped to the
open country or crossed the bridge to
Perth Amboy. which Is about three- -
quarters of a mile long and seemed
nbout fifty miles to tho refugees.

. Removal of Injured.
The Injured were taken to a tem-

porary hospital In Terth Amboy and
later' distributed among other hospitals
In towns as far away as Elizabeth and
New Brunswick. The plateau where
stood the Gillespie plant has been known
as "the battlefield" ever since a skirmish
was fought there In the Revolutionary
War. It was as from a battlefield that
the Inhabitants of the region tied and aa
after a battlo that the wounded were
succored.

Agonizing stories of hugo loss of life,
of fearful incidents back In the TNT In-

ferno added, to the fright of the exiles.
It was reported, for Instance, that there
was a tralnload of TNT on a branch rail-
road track within the Gillespie enclosure,
and that while an engineer who stuck to'
his throttle waa trying to get the train
away two carloads had exploded, killing
a lot of men.

Realization that flames, creeping
through the ruins and tho dry grass of
the plateau, might reach other shell fac-
tories and send the whole northern New
Jersey world Into the air, did not tend to
lessen the terror.

As a matter of fact, these other
plants were in little danger, but every-
body seemed Intent on believing the
worst that any one could tell him. As
to the underground magazine near
Cheesequake Creek, It was provided with
an automatic flooding system, but as no
one could get near the magazine It was
Impossible to say whether the system
had worked all right or not.

Injured Unable to Explain,
At noon thirty-eig- ht Injured had been

taken tb tho Perth Amboy Hospital. All
.....v..

plain the disaster. Others who wero
hurt were taken to the Colonla base
hospital, St. Peter's In New Brunswick,
the army convalescent hospital at Lake-woo- d,

the Alexlan Brothers Hospital at
Elizabeth', to Keyport, Newark and
Staten Island.

The Central Railroad of New Jersey
discontinued Its regular schedule, refus-
ing to take passengers further than
Sewaren, eight miles from Morgan sta-tlot- i.

The pcarest "to Morgan that news-
paper men could get was Perth Amboy,
live miles 4way. While a Sun reporter
was telephoning from Perth Amboy the
old Packard House lost a door.

Thero were, eight bodies In tho un-
dertaking rooms of. Coroner E. L. Ma-
son a Perth Amboy last night, nnd It
was said there were fifteen b6dles at
Onrretson's morgue ln8outh Amboy.
The only body definitely Identified up
to that time was that of John Miller of
Newark, an' Inspector at the QtlleBplo
plant.

Mr. Gillespie said he believed the com-
pany's payroll was mtved and that by
checking up names y he probably
could tell definitely who among hln em-
ployees wero lost. Three hundred sol-dle-

of the Regular Army went to the
outskirts of the plant Inst night to re-
lievo Coast Guard men and mllltla who
haa been working twenty-fou- r hours.

Ulrl Braves Peril to Help.
A girl, Mlgnon Brlckman, living near

the Gillespie enclosure, stayed up all
Friday night making hot coffee for tho
guards and refugees under shell fire un-
til the guards compelled her to leave.

In Perth Amboy they were also tell-l.i- g

of the bravery of George Francisco
nnd Richard Lamb, mechanical engi-
neers on duty at the plant, who nfter
the first explosion erawlid through the
darkneks and shut oft the live eteam
supply of the enUre plant so that It
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Within Twenty Mile

might not overheat and explode TNT
In buildings whence tho workers had
lied. t

An elderly man, the last ot the refu
gees, limped Into Perth Amboy last
night Jle said that South Amboy Is
in darkness except for the glare from
the burning munitions plant Few. per-
sons are there except soldiers, sailors
and a few officers of tho company.

Lack of sleep and shock made tho old
man elow In answering Inquiries. He
waa oppressed by the fear that other
and worse explosions were Inevitable.
He said unexplodcd shells littered the
road over which ho had come.

It was said last night that three large
magazines containing unerploded TNT
have been located. They are underground
ana unaer concrete roofs.

Takes TNT Out of Plant.
Lieut. Sayre of Company II, Fifteenth

uauauon or the United States Guard.
with a railroad employee who knew only
enoupn aDOUl a locomotive to start It.
ran twelve freight cars filled with TNT
out or mo yards of the munition plant
yesterday to South Amboy.

Sergeant William C. Schilling of Lieutsayre s company went back to bed, Frl- -
uay nignt after the exnloxlnn hart
stopped and It was thought that therewas no more danger. The first of thobig explosions that began about mid-
night lifted him out of bed. Ho dropped
.u mo uuor uiorougmy awake.Schilling was ordered to save thepatients in tho camp hospital. Ho got

automobiles nnd took Borne of the pa-
tients to Keyport, where he comman-
deered a hotel. Afterward the patients
wero taken to the Government hospital
at Lakewood. During the Journey toKeyport the glass In all of the auto-
mobiles was broken.

MIsj Hazel Yaeger of 48S Ninth ave-
nue, a nurse who responded early yes-
terday to the call for relief workers,
was stationed at a temporary hospital
In South Amboy. She said that whiletwenty Injured men were on operating
tables an explosion broke all the win-
dows In the building and glass sprinkled
the patients.

Three Prisoners Released.
In tho camp hospital were three men

held as prisoners. When the other pa-
tients 'were taken out these men re-
mained. An officer ordered them re-
leased. Nobody had time to watch them.
They quickly made a getaway.

The chlof electrician of Unit
where the first explosion occurred, was
blinded. He said that 200 men wero
working In this unit. If this Is true
the number of dead exceeds present esti-
mates.

The Rev. Father Qulnn ot Perth "Am-
boy went to South Amboy, arriving there
at midnight Friday. Ho accompanied
Chief of Police Burke of Perth Amboy.
Father Qulnn went Into the burning
buildings of the munitions plant and ad-
ministered the last sacrament to men
dying of burns. When the' peril became
too great Chief Burke forced him Into
his automobile. FUther Qulnn Jumped
from the moving car and ran biuk tn.
ward the plant Chief Uurke caught him
and again forced him back into the

I automobile.
B.d. b Government officials

',ZV .T iaa P'ntparticularly careful In weeding out
enemy auens Irom among applicants
for work. A man who said he was fa-
miliar with the situation In all the muni-
tions plants In the metropolitan district
declared that hundreds of enemy nllcns
work In them. He admitted that he had
no particular knowledge of the plant atMorgan.

Perth Amboy Is under martial lnw.
and the entire district In the control of
more than 1,000 Regulars and members of
the Coast Guard. No search for bodies
will be made until the ruin's cool.

An Inspector who was In Unit
two hours before the Prst explosion said
that in the building were nlno kettles,
each contlnaltig nbout 2 100 pounds of
amatol, a half nnd half mlxturo of TNTanu nmmonla nltrnto. The amatol was
fed from kettles on the second floorthrough pipes to the first floor, where
155 millimeter shells, known as "grave
diggers," were filled.

Amatol exertB Its forco downward
when exploded. The Inspector believes
that nil tho men In the building, except
four, who have been accounted for, were
killed. He said there wero only fifty-me-

In the building. There were about
3,000 "grave digger" shells In this struc-
ture, imd BOO more In a car alongside.
Carloads of shells caused tho loudest de-
tonations yesterday.

25 or ao Ilend, Hays Ir L. Gillespie.
Special Detpatch to Tni Sun,

Pittsburg, Oct. C "The loss of life
In the explosion at the plant will .be
much less than reported In news des-
patches." said D. L. Gillespie of this
city, brother of T. A. ailleaple. hend of
the Gillespie Shell Loading Company;
whose plant was wrecked by an explo-
sion. "As far as olflclals of the com-
pany know the loss of llfo will not ex-
ceed twenty-flv- o or thirty persona."

JRadius of Disaster

LITTLE INSURANCE

TO COVER EXPLOSION

Only Special Policy Gives Rec-

ompense for Damage at
Morgan riant.

Comparatively few properties were
covered by Insurance from the damage
done yesterday by the explosions In

South Amboy. Inauranco officials say

that in general the ordinary Are insur-

ance policy does not cover damage from
explosions. A special policy la issued
for explosions, which In turn does not
cover damage from fire.

A great many people In New York

have taken out tho special bombardment
policy, but this does not cover the dam-

age from the South Amboy disaster.
To bo properly covered, according to

inturanco officials, persons living near
any munition or powder plant Should

take out both fire and explosion policies.

For policies covering against explosions
occurring on or oft the premises the spo-cl- al

class rates range from 25 cents a
$100 to J1.87V4 a 100, dependent upon
the character of the explosive and the
character of tho premises. The ordinary
fire Insurance rates range from 10 to IP
cents a (100.

In the case ot explosion Insurance SO

per cent of tho value of the property

erty value Is Insured the rate Is reduced
a third. Explosion Insurance also docs
not cover bombardment, enemy attack
strikes, &c. A special war risk Insur-
ance covering all these things Is Issued
at rates according to zones. A man liv-

ing at an exposed ocean point would
have to pay ?1 a hundred over and above
the ordinary rato owing to the danger
from sea attack.

The four classes of Insurance created
as a result of war conditions, the nets of
spies or other enemy agents and othor
new dangers, as defined by the Insurance
companies, follow:

A. Exploilon A policy Assuming all di-
rect loss or ilimm caused by explosion
(excluding steam boiler, pipe, engine, ma-
chine or fly wheel explosions orlrlnstlng
within etld apparatus, stlilch explosions
may be covered only by casualty com-
panies),

n. nombanlment A policy aa above, in-

cluding In addition damage caused by bom-
bardment, naval and or military. Includ-
ing aerial craft (hostile, or otherwise) and
bombs, sheila nnd or missiles dropped or
thrown therefrom or discharged thereat,
and (Ire and or explosion directly caused
by any of the foregoing whether originat-
ing on the premises ot the Insured or else-
where. Tho condition as to bombardment
is non.cancellabla by either party for a
nerlud of ono hundred and nfty days.

C. Full War Cover A "policy to cover
.1 gainst all direct loaa or damage caused
by

(1) Wan.C) Invasion; (3) Insurrection;() riot: (5) civil vrtr; (6) civil commo-
tion, Including strike; (7) military or
usurped power; (S) bombardment, whether
naval or military. Including aerial cruft
(hostile or otherwise), bombs, shells and

or missiles dropped or thrown therefrom
or discharged thereat; (91 flro and or
explosion directly caused by any ot the
foregoing, whether originating, on the
premises .or elsewhere; (10) explosion,
nhether originating on premises of tha In-

sured or elsewhere other than above de-
scribed (excluding Are resulting from such
explosion): also subject to a on hundred
and fifty day noncancetlatlon clause.

1), War risk excluding explosion A
policy to cover all of the haxards enu-
merated In pnragrnph "G," with the omis-
sion of explosion, subject to a one hundred
and nfty day non. cancellation clause.
(Such pollcy would include rnuaea Nos. lv
10 v inclusive, ana exciuae no. 10.)

BAROGRAPH RECORDS SHOCKS.

Explosions (tend It JnmplnaT at
Weather Ilurean.

The pen of the weather bureau baro-
graph, which registers continuously the
air pressure of the lower end of Man-
hattan, acted frequently yesterday its If
It were In the hand of n paralytic. It
Jumped fractions of an Inch at every ex-
plosion, achieving the maximum tremor
of .13 ot an Inch when the loudest baiiR
was registered. It "did a higher stunt
than this whin the Black Tom smash
shattered plate glass of this borough, be-
cause that explosion wao so much
nearer,

Brooklyn's aerial vibrations, as re-
corded at the United States Weather Bu-
reau office on top.of the Ragle Building
were a bit stronger than those ot this
borough and caused the ci.vcln of many
plate glass windows.' The explosions, as
written by tho tremulous pen of the
barograph, were at 7:45 and 8.45 P. M.
on Friday and at 10:08, 10:10, 10:29,
10:30, 11 :18, 11:38 and 11:57 yesterday
morning and; IS .06 In the afternoon.

SKYSCRAPERS ROCK

UNDER NEW BLASTS

Ejomo Windows Aro Shattered,

but Staton Island Hills Pro-

tect Manhattan.

BROOKLYN 18 IIARD HIT

Broken Panes litter Streets
City Hall Trembles and

Doors Burst Open.

Staten Island's generous alzed hills
undoubtedly saved New Tork city from
worse property damage than that which
was Inflicted upon buildings of all kinds
In Manhattan, Brooklyn and on the Isl-

and Itself. Unprotected .by that natural
barrier, Jersey City, Hoboken and the

other towns along the west bank of the
Hudson were hit hard", and streets cov-

ered with glass, screens, shutters and
other appurtenances' askew on bulltllngs
In those places marked the path ot the
recurrent shocks.

Geologists were almost a unit In assert-
ing that the Staten Island hills served as
an effective buffer in throwing oft the

.force of the explosions as they sped on
then way toward the skyscrapers of
lower Manhattan and the exposed resi-

dential sections ot Brooklyn. Neverthe-
less, one of the blasts blew about fifty
panes out of windows in the Produce
Exchange Building, and a few momenta
later a mild panic waa caused In the City
Hall when one of the shocks caused that
structure to tremble.

Bl Double Doora Burst Open.
Mayor Hylan was In Ms oftlco at the

time and a group of callers were waiting
in the corridor outside his rooms, when
Ave sets ot double doors serving as an
entrance to the front of the building
burst open with a crash. Lieut. William
Kennel, the hall's official bodyguard,
took charge, of the situation and quickly
quieted tho few excited ones about the
building. A survey of the structure
showed It was undamaged.

Apparently tho greatest damage
within the city was inflicted on buildings
In lower Manhattan and In Brooklyn, es-

pecially In Flatbush, Bay Rldgo, Coney
Island, Fort Hamilton, Bensonhurst and
Bath Beach, all of which sections were
most exposed as the force of the ex-
plosions drifted across tho open ex-
panse of the harbor.

While Tho Bronx and Queens ap-
peared to tvo escaped damage almost
entirely, the business district In Brook-
lyn suffered heavily, and along Fulton
and other shopping streets in that bor-
ough hundreds of window panes were
shattered. Most of these were heavy
plate glass affairs and the losses of the
insurance companies will be heavy. So
widespread was the damage, however,
that there will be no way of estimating
its extent until at least, when
the insurance company's reports begin
to take deflnfosahape. Up to the end of
business yesterday the Insurance com-
panies as a whole had rtcelved only a
small number of reports of damage from
policy holders.

As a precaution women employees In
the Standard OH Building at 26 Broad-
way were dismissed nt noon, when the
report spread over the city that another
and even more powerful explosion than
any that had gone before was antici-
pated. The building, however, suffered
no damage.

Tho plate glass window, 11 by 11 feet.
In 'the display window of the er

Company, dealers In machine
tools, at SI to 60 Lafayette street, op-

posite the Tombs prison, blew In with a
crash and the sounds of the falling glass
excited the prisoners. Nobody was hurt,
however.

Apparently Jumping over Queens and
Jfjlng property there comparatively im.

the shocks from the exploclnn
shook Hempstead, L. I., thirty-fiv- e miles
from the scene of the disaster, and broke
many windows In residences there and
In other Nassau county towns nnd vil-

lages.
Shocks Kick Avlatorjs Around,
Aviators flying above Nassau nnd

Queens counties from the Government
fields at Mlneola were kicked about us
tho shocks travelled along air currents
far above the earth.

Coney Island's winter population of
20,000 passed a sleepless Friday night
as roar followed roar and shattered win-
dows fell from rocking buildings. Sev-
eral thousand persons ran from their
homes nad pajscd tho night on the
beach in fear that romn of tho (Bland's
frail structures would collapse. From
the beach they could see plainly the
glare of the New Jersey fire,

Further inland, however, reports
Bpread that an enemy fleet was bom-
barding tho naval training station
along the shore of (Iravescnd Uayand
Flathurh cellars eoon had hundreds of
frightened occupants. The Coney Island
Bank and the Coney Island Hospital und
police station had windows broken, aa
did the Norwegian and tho Harbor hos-
pitals In Fourth avenue, South Brooklyn.
Doctors and nurses in the hospltuls had
a difficult tlmo quieting the frightened
patients.

8omo damage waa done to property in
the Jamaica section of Queens, whero u J

plate glass window wns blown out of
the department storp of Plaut Bros., and
smaller panes from residences near by.

Thousands of windows were shattered
at Bayonue, comparatively closo tojhe
explosion, and residents ot the city were-I-

fear of more extensive damage all
through the day. The houses and other
buildings there rocked and awifyed un-

der each successive blast, but the damage
was mostly contlned tn broken windows.
ana shattered mirrors and c,

HEED 1,500 WORKERS AT ONCE.

u. s. Bureau Calls for Ala
Powder Plant.

The Sun recelvod from the United
States Employment Service yesterday
the following telegram:

"Because of the explosion at tho Gil-
lespie plant In New Jersey an emergency
situation has arisen whero It Is abo-lutel- y

necessary for the United States
Employment Service to furnish 1,500
men at once from New York city for
construction work on the Mays Land-
ing, N. J., project. This Is undor In-
structions from the Ordnance Depart-
ment and Construction Division of the
army. The loss of munltlunu caused by
the explosion must be made, up by other
Plants during the time necessary to re-
build tho Gillespie plant. Can you not
therefore Issue a call for men to report
to the United States Employment Ser-
ylce offices at New York and New Jer-
sey for this work Immediately?

"D. M. IJutnolds."
The offices of the United States Em-

ployment Service In Manhattan are at S2
Cast Twenty-secon- d street ,

"
1

HYLAN IS NERVOUS

AND STOPS TRAFFIC

Continued from First Page.

Whitney, "that the order to shut off ser-
vice through the tunnels was given out
in the middle of a Saturday afternoon,
which Is ono of the quietest times ot the
week. From our reports the congestion
was not apparent much beforo 5 o'clock."

The police under the direction of Chief
Inspector John Daly did excellent work.
They covered the bridges and subway
and railroad stations so quickly and so
well that what might well have developed
Into serious Jams, and possible panics,
did not result tn any serious accidents.
But ths police had th difficulty
In making many of the homegolng
Brooklynltes understand that It might be
a long time before they could get home.
They Insisted upon crowding Into the
cars and trains standing in the ter-
minals and It was a wonder that some
of those ancient vehicles withstood the

I strain,
Thousands took tho advice to use the

ferries. Most of them had forgot that
such Institutions existed and had to be
directed to tho terminals. Within half
an hour these terminals were Jammed
with people and automobiles that ex-
tended In some cases for blocks. The
relics of a past age groaned with loads
of human freight such as they had sel-
dom before known.

It was tho same story everywhere. The
ferries running from the foot of White-hai- r'

street to Hamilton avenue and At-
lantic avenue, Brooklyn, the Roosevelt
street ferry from Manhattan to Broad-
way, Brooklyn, and the ferries running
from Twenty-thir-d street and from
Thirty-fourt- h street, Manhattan, to Will-
iamsburg were crowded to capacity. It
was impossible to put on extra boats, for
most ot the companies did not have any
"extras."

it was surprising what great anxiety
so many people showed to get to Brook-
lyn and to tret there right away. Many
of those who finally reached the desired
shore after a long period 01 struggle
found that they could have got home
quicker by waiting for. the resumption of
the regular serylce.

Strnzsrle In Brooklyn.
The struggle to get out of Brooklyn

was even keener. Thousands of per-
sons on their way to their Manhattan
and Bronx homes from Brooklyn fac-
tories, other .thousands going on night
shifts or hurrying to catclj. boats or
trains Joined In whirling, seething
throngs at the various ferry entrances.
One man at Fulton Ferry after standing
In line for half an hour to reach a tele-
phone booth and spending another fit-te-

minutes vainly trying to get a tele-pho-

connection staggered out of the
booth a wreck. Ho said he had been
due to sail for France from a Hobokeri
dock at 0:30. It was Uien nearly 6
o'clock.

Relating his attempts to reach his of-
fice, where important business awaited
him, another victim thus described his
experience :

"I cot to the Atlantis avenue station
at u o'clock, and found the subway shut
down. I boarded a' car to cross tho
Brooklyn Bridge, and after hanging on
by my eyelashes until the Borough Hall
was reached Was told that trafflo over
the bridge was shut down. After cling-
ing to the paint on a Fulton ferry car I
found on reaching the Bast River thou-
sands of people extending for a block or
more. The police were Advising every-
body to go to South ferry at the1 foot of
Atlantic avenue. 'It's only a mile,' was
their cheerful statement Itls two miles
If It's an Inch. I know, for I walked It.

"And then I found conditions worse
If anything than they were at Fulton
ferry. Automobiles were In lino for
blocks and blocks and from the temper
of tho crowd It looked as though the
first boat In would bo swamped nnd
sunk li its slip.

"What was tho next best bet. A taxi
totho Thirty-nint- h street ferry. It cost
JI.KO, and when I got there It looked as
though my troubles wore no.t over yet.
When the boat got In, loaded to tho last
inch, tho scenes as the crowd boiled Into
the street were Indescribable. When I
finally landed on Manhattan soli at the
Battery It was nearly 7 o'clock."

Thero were wild scenes on the ferry-
boat Columbia of the Fulton Ferry line,
when at the Brooklyn terminal ao many
people fought their way to the old
hulk that her captain refused to take a
chance of capsizing In the river. As he
described It later. It seemed as IP several
tnousand peoplo were on the top of the
boat "lone, a place where passengers are
uui oruinariiy allowed. The frenziedpassengers tried to loosen tho chain
moorings from tho bridge and even at-
tempted to ehove tho boat out of the
slip. The captain tied a two Inch haw-
ser to the ferry house to thwart the
plans of the excited passengers.

Tho pollco wero called In and tried toget BOino of tho passengers back on land,
hut It was no use. Then the Columbia's
sister, the Mlncola, drifted Into an ad-
jacent slip and a wild scramble overrailings "and bulkheads followed to get
onto the latter boat. As the Mlneola
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started on her perilous Journey to Mm.
haitan the bow was so low In the water
that one adventurous man. standing far
out, reached down and kicked tho crest
of a wave. .

After nearly two hours some of thepassengers on the Columbia got tired
and. fought their way off the boat, Then
the captain pulled irut for Manhattan.

There was much congestion on the
North River ferries both In Manhattan
and Jersey City and Hoboken, but tiolh.
lng like the Brooklyn crushes.

As Mayor Hylan was leaving the city
Hall last night ho was appronched by a
reporter to learn the details ot tho order
that had closed the bridges ond tunnels.
He replied that he never talked to n.paper men and any questions should t
submitted In writing. Tho Mayor then
disappeared In his automobile and left
his secretary to mako the explanation
already given.
'Chief Inspector Daly was quoted at

saying that Patrick Quit of the armed
fire guard of the United States Army,
stationed at tho foot ot Forty-thir- d

street" Brooklyn, had Sent word to the
Police Department that he had heard
from New Jersey officials that an ex.
plosion of a vast amount of TNT wu
likely to happen at any time.

Explaining that a heavy explosion
might cause leaks In the tunnels and
might weaken tho foundation of tht
bridges, Daly said Ithad been deemed a
wise precaution to shut oft tho trafnc.

At once word was sent to tho 10,00)
members of the Police Reserve Corps t
report at their various stations and stand
ready for anything that might happen.
Hospital units In every borough were
directed to prepare for Instant action.
The patrolmen going out on the 4 o'clock
tour were Instructed to notify superln.
tendents of buildings, particularly tn tht
downtown section, to keop their win-

dows open to prevent breaking glast
Pedestrians were asked to take the mid-

dle of the street.
Soon after 6 o'clock tho work of notify.

Intr the men on post that .the danger an.
parently was over began. But thousand?
or Reopie an over me cuy spent ine nignt
anxiously waiting for tho..exploslon that
never came.

EXPLOSIONS ISOLATE
MANY JERSEY TOWNS

is
Traffic Not Restored Fully

Till Late Yesterday.

So far as train and telephone ervlc
was concerned, the explosions at the T.

A. Gillespie & Co. shell loading plant at
Morgan Isolated many Jersey shors
towns from New Tork from the time ot
the first detonation on Friday night until
late yesterday.

Indeed, so busy wero tho railroad co-
mpanies In restoring trafflo that exerj.
tlves had no time to talk about whtt
they wero doing for the Isolated comunl.
ties. This waa particularly true of ths
Central Railroad of Now Jersey and ths
the New York and Long Branch

which taps Morgan (Laureacs
Harbor), Perth Amboy, South Ambov,
Cllffwood, Matawon, Hazlet, Middleton- -,

Red Bank, Little Silver (Camp Vail),
Branchport, Long Branch, Wett lird.
Elberon, Deal Beach, Allenhurst. North
Asbury Park and Asbury Paw.

The lost train, the "theatre train,''
which leaves Jersey City at 12 12 A. M.

and arrives at HuutU Amboy at 12:5)
and at Point Pleasant at 2 :20, was the
last train through. Commuters heard s
explosions all night long, and when U
came tlmo to go for their usual tralrj
found that not only wero wire commun-
ications broken down, but also the trains
they relied on to take them to the city
were being used to transport the refu-
gees.

It was a night of terror to many tho-
usands In tho near vicinity of the Amboys,
and rumors circulated early that a far
greater explosion was expected when a
certain number of tons of TNT vjj
expected to go off. .Hundreds of timid
women stuffed cotton In their ears.

A makeshift service was organised
using tho New York and

Long Branch Railroad, vso that tralr
wero eent south, then west to the ma.n
line of tho Pennsylvania, and thus to
New York city. It was not until 6;15
P. M. yesterday that normal traffic nt
resumed on these lines.

FLIER SEES BUILDINGS FALL

Aerial Mnll Carrier raises Over
Exploding; ihant.

Pilot Robert Shank of Uncle Sara'l
air mall service drovo his alrplano over
the shattered Oilleepte plant on the wa
here from Philadelphia yesterday and
from a! height of 4.000 feet mv v. alls
nnd buildings tumbling near the plant
after one of tho greatest of tln ex-

plosions that occurred Just alter i.oon
Tho din of his propeller prtente4 ths

aviator from hearing the tremendous
roar. He thought It was a great lire he

was approaching as ho flew toward the
Amboys and saw the banks ol smoke
nnd the great glares of flame. s he
stepped from his machine ut
Park, Queens, a little later, tho avla'or
said ho saw buildings toppling tMisi.ks
started from Washington nt 1107 ye-
sterday morning and reached liemiort at
1:43 in the afternoon.

Aaions-French -Cantain C, V m '

NAMARA. of Chicago u

DON'T MISS
Brooklyn's Greatest Liberty Loan

MASS MEETING
AT THE

Brooklyn Academy of Music
LafayetteAvtnue ind St. Felix Street

SUNDAY EVENING, October 6th
At Seven-thir- ty .o'Clock

The following eminent speakers 'and artists have volunteered
their services for this meeting, to help Brooklyn exceed its LibertyLoan Bond Quota:

Tlin7('lp ;?!'0r,-.U.L,'- UI M CAI.DER. NV .s!1.'' JAMES CH v" ' ' s

.... 'I I f

..'.a uk tout, irom Held Art llerv, French lliR!i Mission- - P -

m-r- t' tr )Nl Mcmbcr,of PrHent; General K.SlII.O V.l t.l ' I '
K M,ll,?7TA,,ache; Japanese Lieutenant Colonel SKIJI I

) 'V'V?mpl:n?.1 J1P,an",i Arm" Chinese MR. CHAIN K AXO H-- I,

Acting Consul; Cuban DR. CARLOS MANUEL de Cl.Sl'E!
r k Vi i.K?.,rt,,:hni,,re nenirotentuire dc la Repuh' q '
NO AK, hdttor "Spravcdinost," Chicago. ' J

atY. 'J'i'-K- . ntarof'Humpty- - Jumptv'l.pany: MADAMK r v m-nn- n . , ,

5nV vu, i nunuii eicoratcu loncrri .v. r
S erceint IRV INC BERLIN. ?f Gifl BeJM,,J ,he Uun" Comi

y courtesy and content of Comi..aJohn S. Mallory; ELIAS BRKFSKIN, Violinist.

Captain NAHAN FRANKO and Orchestra
FAMOUS JAZZ BAND (OUR BOYS FROM UPTON AND Rl.Cf S V

HUM "Yip, YIP, YAl'HAN K").

in.T,.ckiU c"" b" "curtd from Manufacturer Trust Company;Liberty Loan Committee, 120 Broadway,. New York Brooklyn

Office
Co,nn"ei 1B0 Montague Street, or any Newspaper
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